


" Palouse Zone
; Game Management Units 8, 8A, 11A

“ Population Objectives s Current Status « Harvest Information

Proposed 10-year Management Direction: Proposed Zone Population Objectives
+ Maintain bull elk population within proposed Objective
objectives; Cows Bulls Adult Bulls
» Decrease cow elk population within proposed 1125-1725 115:415
objectives.

The Palouse Zone elk herd is highly produc- ~ Palouse Zone Population Surveys
tive and has shown substantial growth over the Survey 1 - 2004 Survey 2 - 2009
past decade. Habitat conditions are favorable to Cows | Bulls |Calves | Total | Cows | Bulls | Calves| Total
elk due to timber harvest and high quality agri- 1814 | 148 | 706 | 2668 | 2153 | 411 | 676 | 3240
cultural crops.

Elk population growth in the Palouse Zone *per 100 cows

is limited by social tolerance and agricultural
impacts. Addressing these impacts will require the continuation of long elk hunting seasons o maintain
dispersed pressure on elk in agricultural areas. Developing mutually acceptable approaches between Fish and
Game staff and area landowners to deal with elk depredation problems will also be emphasized,

Elk population objectives represent an increase in cow numbers over the previous elk plan but are lower than
current levels, The priority management goal for the zone is (o
maintain high harvest rates and to address social Paloiine Toie Bk Hasvssi
tolerance issues,




Middle Fork Zone

£ 1 Game Management Units 20A, 26, 27
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Proposed 10-year Management Direction: Long-term Zone Population Objectives

« Stabilize/maintain the elk population; long-term Objective '

objective is to increase elk numbers towards Cows Bulls Adult Bulls
eventual recovery. 3850-5750 690-1030 390-810

The Middle Fork Zone elk population is limited

by predation. Elk numbers in this zone were Middle Fork Zone Population Surveys

higher in the 1990s and early 20005 and have since - Survey 1 - 2006 ~ Sm::lu!. Q,'J?q,“ _
dedlined. Likely the decline has been exacerbated | cos| Bulls | Calves] Total | Cows Pully Jcaften | ksl
by high elk predation rates. Restoring this elk SEAREAROAIE

population will require liberal predator harvest
through hunting and trapping seasons, and control
actions. Recent fires in this zone could provide a
boost of nutrition if habitat response is favorable to elk.

Short-term management goals involve stabilizing the elk population, followed by steps to realize positive
growth rates, Retaining similar population objectives from the previous plan as long-term goals (despite the
current greatly reduced elk population) represents a desire to ultimately restore this population to levels achieved
in the 1990z, The bull/cow and adult bull/cow ratios have been adjusted to 18 to 24/100 and 10 to 14/100
respectively during this recovery process.

“per 100 cows




Weiser River Zone

Game Management Units 22, 32, 32A

22054 Population Objectives « Current Status « Harvest Information

Proposed 10-year Management Direction:

+ Decrease cow elk population within proposed objectives;
« Maintain bull elk population within proposed objectives,

Population objectives for the Weiser River Zone involve reducing overall elk numbers in areas where
agricultural concerns are high while continuing to provide a broad range of hunting opportunity.

Proposed Zone Population Objectives

Objective
Cows Bulls Adult Bulls
3300-5000 670-1000 325-500

Weiser River Zone Population Surveys

Survey 1 - 2007

Survey 2 - 2013

Cows

Bulls | Calves

Total

Bulls | Calves

Total

5372

909 | 1571

7852

7461

1116 | 1894

10471

*per 100 cows
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Proposed 10-year Management Direction:

Beaverhead Zone

Game Management Units 30, 30A, 58, 59, 59A

« Maintain the elk population within proposed objectives.

Population Objectives « Current Status « Harvest Information

Proposed population objectives for the Beaverhead Zone provide a necessary balance between hunter

opportunity, hunter success and crop/property damage concerns on agricultural lands.

Proposed Zone Population Objectives

Beaverhead Zone Population Surveys

tper 10 cows

Objective Survey 1 - 2005 Survey 2 - 2009
Cows. Bulls | Adult Bulls Cows | Bulls | Calves| Total | Cows | Bulls |Calves| Total
2050-3075 | 555-830 330-485 2467 | 706 | 797 | 3970 | 3257 | 862 | 1333 | 5452




Sawtooth Zone
L!_ Game Management Units 33, 34, 35, 36
ke L

“_:'_.-Ji:.- Population Objectives » Current Status » Harvest Information
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Praposed 10-year Management Direction:
» Increase the elk population from current levels,

Elk populatlon objectives in the Sewtomh Zone remaln the sime becuuse this population has responded
tavomably to menagement actions the st three years. It 15 anticipated that this herd will continne to increase
antd wltimately meet objectives. Fish and Came is managing for 3 robust ok population with general hurt
opportunity near a large human population center, while keeping the elk population within the carrying capacity
of a limnited wimter range. and limiting ageioaltucal crop and propenty damape complaints on private land ducing
wirter,

Proposed Zone Population Objectives Sawtooth Zone Population Surveys

Objective _ Survey 1 - 2009 Survey2-2013
Cows  Bulls | Aduli] Cows | Bulls |Calves| Total | Cows | Bulls ﬁm'fm_!i_
3000-4500 | 630-945 | 360-540 2696 | 251 | 500 | aas6 [Gase ] 3t 64

*per 18] cows




Sawtooth Zone

Ground zero for Idaho wolf reintroduction

Elk population about 2,000 in 1950's

Elk pop. peaked early 1990’s at about 7,200
High road densities in part of zone

Sheep grazing habitat impacts (MF Payette R)
Supplemental feeding for elk (2 out of 5 years)

Black bear, wolf and lion predation
documented



Lemhi Zone
Game Management Uniks 29, 37, 37A, 51
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Proposed Iﬂ—'f'l':ﬂ.l' Management Direction:
» Maintain the elk population within proposed objectives.

Population objectives are designied bring elk populations within social carrying capacity near existing levels.,

Proposed Zone Population Objectives Lemhi Zone Population Sarveys

. Uﬁhﬂiﬂ- Survey 1 - 2007 k m;?ﬂll

| Cows_ Bulls | Adult Bulls Cows | Bulls |Calves| Total | Cows Ty
| 18s0-2950 | eno-gsp | 3P0am0 3262 | 1942 | 1201 | 5905 (353

*per LOG cows




Island Park Zone

Game Management Units 60, 604, 61, 62, 62A

A Population Objectives « Current $tatus » Harvest Information

Proposed 10-year Management Direction:
= Add unit 62 from the dissolved Teton zone;
» Maintain the elk population within proposed objectives,

The Island Park Zone will now include uiit 62 from the dissolved Teton Zone, The unit 62 @k herd is snall and
shares part al its range wilh some carrent 1sland Park Zone ell. The addition of the unit 62 elk herd will allow
better mamgement of the entire Ishind Park Zone elk popuokation, while providimg better bunter oppartunity,

Proposed population objectives for the [shind Park Zone balance hunter opportunity and hunter success with
crop and property Jdamage on agncultural lands.

Proposed Zone Pnl:rulatmn Objectives Island Park Zone Population Surveys

ﬂﬁm Survey | - 2006 ! Survey 1 - 2010
| | Adult Bulls Cows | Bulls |Calves| Total | Cows | Bulls {Calves | Tatal
mmdmﬂ Ap-373 | 250k375 1069 | 315 | 364 [ 1748 [ l47e'| 313 | 722 | 2512

‘ *per 1) cows \

Island Parl: Zone Elk Harvest




Island Park Zone

Elk population hard to monitor (migratory into
MT and Yellowstone)

Pop peaked in 1999-2000
1970’s >50% pine beetle infestation and loss

Increased timber harvest and roads improved
access and reduced habitat value

Large domestic elk ranching operations in last ten
vears impacting elk winter range

Predation not a major threat in PR report



The fate of cow elk by management zone in Idaho

are depicted as a percent of total cow elk, 2005-2008.
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Elk Management Zone

This line depicts where 55%
of cow elk surive; a
threshold typically onhy
crossed with hunter harvest
when managers are seeking
to reduce the population,

Fate of Cow Elk

Survived
Harvest
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|| Mountain Lion
Undetermined Predator
Unknown/Other




